
 

 

 

Planning Policy Team 

 South Kesteven District Council 

              St Peter’s Hill 

              Grantham 

              NG31 6PZ 

        Date: December 2022  

 

 

Anglian Water Services Limited 
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Huntingdon 
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Dear Sir/Madam 

South Kesteven District Council - Response to South Lincolnshire Reservoir Phase One 

Consultation  

Thank you for consulting South Kesteven District Council (the Council) on the proposed South 

Lincolnshire Reservoir.  Comments are as follows: 

The Council notes that the reservoir forms part of the requirements to address drought conditions in 

the East of England rather than being needed to address any water security issues within the local 

area.  The Council therefore considers that creating a multifunctional reservoir which also benefits 

the surrounding area should be a key priority, incorporating leisure, tourism, the creation of natural 

habitats, and active travel opportunities, in addition to water storage infrastructure.  

The reservoir presents many opportunities, but the potential negative impacts will need to be fully 

assessed and where necessary, mitigated. 

Loss of Land and Buildings 

The Council recognises that there will be significant land loss of Grade 3 agricultural land (as 

identified by DEFRA).  Further studies will be required to ascertain if it is Grade 3a or 3b and 

therefore defined as best and most versatile agricultural land.  The loss of agricultural land and 

properties would need to be weighed against the public benefits, both local and the wider area.   

Highways 

The Council is concerned that construction of the site and visitor numbers could impact the 

highways network including the A52, A15 the A1.  The council understands that Lincolnshire County 

Council have also been consulted and SKDC expects that any comments from LCC will be taken into 

account as the project progresses. 



 

Active Travel 

Sufficient space for a circular cycle (and walking) routes around the reservoir should be traffic free to 

encourage cyclists of all ages and abilities.  However, it is noted that there are pinch points with the 

A52 on the southern boundary and the railway line of the north eastern boundary in terms of 

achieving a circular route. 

Cycle routes to the reservoir from the wider area should form part of the proposal, including 

infrastructure where required. 

Due to the proximity of the railway line to the reservoir, a new stop should be explored including a 

mobility hub. 

In terms of walking, the Cross Britain Way runs close to the site and connections from Horbling 

should be considered, including if existing public footpaths can be utilised. 

Environment & Heritage 

Noise pollution from the A52 and B1394 should be considered and the impact it may have on the 

enjoyment of the reservoir 

The potential impact on heritage assets, such as the medieval moat at Thorpe Latimer will need to 

be considered. 

A full climate change study should be undertaken covering a wide range of areas, from construction 

to operation. For example, the carbon footprint of construction and operation – transport, buildings 

etc. 

Landscape impact will need to be fully assessed and indicative sections should be provided to 

consultees early in the process.  Power cables cross the site and possible re-routing will need to be 

considered. 

Considering the significant land loss, the achievement of biodiversity net gain will need to be 

considered. 

South Kesteven District Council looks forward to continuing involvement in the project via the 

collaborative working group in accordance with the signed Memorandum of Understanding, and 

formal consultations. 

Yours faithfully 

Shaza Brannon  

Principal Planning Policy Officer  

South Kesteven District Council  

 


